
"Playing Out" - Making Streets a Place to Play 

Arabic Translation 

What is it? 
Playing out sessions are temporary road closures to let children play 
safely and freely in their street. 

How does it happen? 
Neighbours discuss the idea first and then apply to their local council, 
consulting with everybody living in the street. 

Some streets apply for permission to do a one-off playing out session for a 
couple of hours. Others do it weekly or monthly if their council allows. 

On the day, the organisers close the road using “Road Closed” signs. 
People living in the street can still drive in and out, guided by neighbours 
volunteering as stewards. Through traffic is redirected. 

Parents and carers are responsible for their children as on any other day. 

“I look at my kids and their friends running, skipping and playing and I 
know it’s doing them so much good – not just the exercise but the fun and 
the chance to feel a part of where they are growing up.” Hazel, Bristol 

“Usually my wife and I see nothing but people parking their cars and 
disappearing into their houses. Now on playing out days it feels like a 
different street with people chatting and being friendly.” Steve, Bristol 

How can I find out more? 
Playing Out is a not-for –profit organisations set up by parents to activate 
street play across the UK. We give practical advice and support to 
anybody wanting to enable children to play out safely on their streets. 
 
www.playingout.net 
0117 953 7167 
hello@playingout.net 
BankSpace 145-147 East Street, Bristol BS3 4EJ 
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