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Directors'
report



Context and
impact

This year it has become increasingly clear just how deeply children and young
people have been impacted by their experiences of lockdowns and Covid
restrictions. The crisis in children’s mental health and shockingly low levels of
physical activity have highlighted how important it is that we redouble our
efforts to ensure children’s needs are considered and prioritised by decision
makers.
  
In cities across the UK, measures which were swiftly introduced during the
pandemic to aid social distancing, including wider pavements and
pedestrianised areas, were found to contribute to safer, more pleasant streets,
and many councils have chosen to keep and in some cases extend these
measures to cover a wider area. Councils are looking to reduce air pollution, and
many residents  found the cleaner air of lockdown improved their enjoyment of
being out and about in their neighbourhoods, but Low Traffic and Liveable
Neighbourhoods have become a controversial topic due to pushback from vocal
drivers and residents of other areas who feel that traffic has just been displaced
onto their streets. As with many areas of public life, the debate feels increasingly
polarised, but it is raising the profile of a question that Playing Out has been
asking since its inception: “Who are streets for?” The drive for more people-
friendly streets and active travel is also helping to build interest in play streets as
a low-cost, simple and consensus-building step towards more permanent
changes. 

External
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With funding from Sport England, we were able to expand the staff team in July
2021 to include a new Play Streets Information and Support Officer role,
working alongside our Play Streets Development Officer. This increase in staff
capacity has given the Directors more time to focus on strategic planning and
boosted our support for play streets across the UK. Our capacity has since been
impacted by our Play Streets Development Officer starting maternity leave in
February and being unable to successfully recruit cover. 

Our Bristol Activator is continuing to work part-time supporting more play
streets especially in areas of disadvantage and where there are extra barriers,
including around race/diversity.

Our expanded staff team are working well together and our base at Windmill Hill
City Farm continues to offer us opportunities to meet with parents informally
and spread the word of playing out to diverse families from across Bristol.

Following a development process facilitated by an external coach, in February
the executive co-Directors informed the board and staff team of their intention
to step back from leading the organisation at a planned point over the next year,
transitioning to the organisation being led by a new Director/CEO, supported by
a strengthened board. This is the right moment for such a change, as Playing
Out has gained the stability, reputation and funding support it needs to go
forwards to its next phase. On a personal level, this change will free up the co-
Directors to focus more fully on campaigning, writing and other work towards
the overall aim of restoring children’s freedom.

Internal
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There have been ongoing barriers to residents organising play streets at the
council policy level. Councils’ budgetary resources, priorities and staff teams
have all been hugely impacted by the pandemic and we have faced a frustrating
situation where councils that were supportive have been slow to restart play
streets or have even withdrawn support from them altogether. We have worked
hard to make the case for play streets as a low-cost, high-impact intervention
which can help with covid recovery for children and communities - and tick a lot
of boxes for local authorities. On the positive side, some local authorities who
have not supported play streets in the past have realised the benefits and
introduced new policies and we are pleased that the overall growth of the UK
play street movement has returned to pre-pandemic levels.



Key activities and
achievements 

Growing the Playing Out movement and increasing public support1.
1.1. Raise awareness and shift culture around children playing out

Widening our reach
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In response to some local authorities having concerns about resident-led
road closures and to avoid the need for residents to have formal road
closure training, we launched a new School & Play Streets Stewarding film,
jointly produced with Sustrans. The film has been widely shared and also
helps promote the idea of residential and school play streets. 

We have forged links with The British Psychological Society, supporting their
Time to Play campaign which is fighting back against the reduction in
playtime in primary schools.

We co-ordinated an open letter signed by 17 organisations and experts,
following the launch of the Children’s Commissioner's “Big Answer” report
and the “No Place Left Behind” levelling up report that both highlighted the
need for children to be able to play out in their communities.

We now have our fulfilment partner Brightkidz
selling play street kits on our behalf. This is a
mutually beneficial arrangement; they are helping
us to promote play streets to local authorities and
Housing Associations and the partnership has
freed up staff time and storage space as we no
longer need to distribute equipment nationally.
Through Brightkidz we distributed 76 play street
kits to military bases for the first national Forces
Playday which took place in August.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rcLViIdm56U
https://www.bps.org.uk/time-to-play
https://playingout.net/blog/want-to-level-up-and-improve-childrens-lives-let-them-play-out/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/the-big-answer/
https://www.createstreetsfoundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/8560_PS_Create_No_Place_Left_Behind_FINAL.pdf
https://brightkidz.co.uk/product-category/products/playing-out-play-streets-shop/
https://www.annington.co.uk/news/press-releases/annington-funds-first-national-forces-playday
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We delivered a series of high-profile “Impact of Play Streets” webinars with
influential speakers: Kim Leadbeater MP on building stronger communities;
Dr William Bird MBE on children’s health; and Chris Boardman MBE on active
travel. Our promotion paid off and all 3 events were very well attended with
954 total sign-ups across the 3 events, mainly by professionals working in
the different fields.

The newly formed government executive agency Active Travel England was
launched towards the end of January, led by Chris Boardman. The
announcement came just weeks before our Active Travel webinar with him,
so interest and attendance, particularly from transport professionals, was
very high. In the webinar, Chris endorsed play streets as a tool for change
and spoke strongly about the importance of prioritising children’s needs in
transport policy and infrastructure.

"What are streets for? Where’s the definition? 

Where is it written down ‘What is a street for’? 

Because until you answer that, you can’t say, well who has the rights,

what are your priorities, who has priority….and that simple question

needs to be revisited. Because when I was a kid, this was 

my space, I had shares in this space, it belonged 

to me as well, and that was normal.” 

Chris Boardman

Alice was interviewed on the Placeholder Podcast for make:good and From
What if to What Next with Rob Hopkins.

We made contact with with Dean Hill of Sport Birmingham, who is leading on
the Commonwealth Games legacy projects, to discuss how play streets could
be part of this. Dean has promoted play streets to all the local authorities
involved and we have supported Coventry council to plan a big play street pilot
this summer.

There continues to be international interest in play streets; this year we have
met with and supported organisations and individuals at different stages of
trying to get play streets going in Australia, New Zealand, and Massachusetts,
while play streets are becoming well established features of the local landscape
in Los Angeles, New York and Berlin.

 

https://vimeo.com/656560245
https://vimeo.com/667312492
https://vimeo.com/683419591
https://open.spotify.com/episode/23dn2WeOpiJVb5wKQUFWNN?si=XWLOMbOXQnyVrDBePgDLTA
https://www.robhopkins.net/2022/06/21/from-what-if-to-what-next-episode-forty-five/
https://laplaystreets.com/
https://www.nycgovparks.org/programs/playstreets
http://xn--spielstraen-36a.de/


Social media

2317

followers

5018 page likes
 

5776 page followers

2221 group members
8383

followers

293

 followers
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Up by 958

Up by 596 

Up by 165 

Up by 289 

Up by 167 

Our social media followings continue to grow steadily, and our presence on
these platforms presents opportunities to communicate with a variety of
audiences and connect with allies locally, nationally and internationally. We are
regularly contacted through Twitter and Instagram by individuals and
organisations who are keen to find out more about our work and start playing
out where they live. 
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126,321  total

page views 

Website
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We successfully transferred the hosting of our website to a new company; this
was a big project which went very smoothly thanks to a rigorous recruitment
process.  The new company is closely aligned with the values of the organisation
and as well as providing monthly support they will be working alongside us to
look at a future redesign of the website.

With the introduction of the new Play Streets Information and Support Officer
role, we have undertaken 2 national surveys, of resident play street organisers
and of local authorities. We have used the results of these evaluations to
demonstrate the positive impact of play streets through various means,
including our series of themed webinars and updating our website impact pages
with downloadable infographics. These are really valuable resources to be able
to share with local authorities and community groups.

 



Blogs

2139 general

newsletter subscribers

1036 professional

newsletter

subscribers
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08/04/21 Campaigning for play in a pandemic: an update
27/04/21 Supporting others to do play streets
20/05/21 Why play is a social justice issue for children
27/05/21 Play street or street party - why choose?
15/06/21 In praise of dads and playing out
05/07/21 One way we can all help children recover this summer
12/07/21 We can never move, the playing out is too good 
04/08/21 Play streets are back, and not a moment too soon!
13/09/21 From play streets to Parklets - new ways to reclaim space
28/09/21 Want to 'level-up' AND improve children's lives?
03/11/21 Promoting inclusivity in the outdoors
02/12/21 Warming hearts (and hands!): playing out in winter
27/01/22 Dr Williamt Bird on how plays streets improve children's health
08/02/22 Can play streets help transform transport behaviour?
03/03/22 Highlights of our Active Travel webinar with Chris Boardman
10/03/22 Jubilee 2022: A Platinum opportiunity for street communities 
10/03/22 Play streets 2022 - words to inspire from parents and residents
31/03/22 Why Covid inquiry must look at impact on children

Newsletter

Sent out 21 newsletters, including some specifically aimed at the professional
audience. Average open rate of 28%, average click through rate of 3.8%.
N.B. Non-profit industry average = 25.17% opens, 2.79% clicks

https://playingout.net/blog/campaigning-for-play-in-a-pandemic/
https://playingout.net/blog/supporting-others-to-do-play-streets-this-summer/
https://playingout.net/blog/why-playing-out-is-a-social-justice-issue-for-children/
https://playingout.net/blog/play-street-or-street-party-why-choose/
https://playingout.net/blog/in-praise-of-dads-and-playing-out/
https://playingout.net/blog/one-way-we-can-help-children-recover-this-summer/
https://playingout.net/blog/we-can-never-move-the-playing-out-is-too-good/
https://playingout.net/blog/we-can-never-move-the-playing-out-is-too-good/
https://playingout.net/blog/play-streets-are-back/
https://playingout.net/blog/from-play-streets-to-parklets-new-ways-to-reclaim-space-for-children-and-communities/
https://playingout.net/blog/want-to-level-up-and-improve-childrens-lives-let-them-play-out/
https://playingout.net/blog/promoting-inclusivity-in-the-outdoors/
https://playingout.net/blog/warming-hearts-and-hands-playing-out-in-a-covid-winter/
https://playingout.net/blog/can-play-streets-help-transform-transport-behaviour/
https://playingout.net/blog/highlights-from-our-active-travel-webinar-with-chris-boardman/
https://playingout.net/blog/jubilee-2022-a-platinum-opportunity-for-street-communities/
https://playingout.net/blog/jubilee-2022-a-platinum-opportunity-for-street-communities/
https://playingout.net/blog/why-covid-inquiry-must-look-at-impact-on-children/


Media coverage

An interview with Ingrid Skeels on BBC Radio Bristol Breakfast Show
Discussion of play streets and Playing Out on Steph's Packed Lunch on
Channel 4 during a feature on free and  affordable things to do over the
summer holidays
An interview with Alice Ferguson in Nursery World Magazine
National and regional print and online news coverage of the Summer of Play
Campaign
Regional news coverage of a play street pilot in Sheffield, Car-free day play 
 streets in Norwich and  the first play street to be held in Kirkcaldy in Fife 

See appendix 1 for the full list of media coverage.

There has continued to be regular media interest in our work, both nationallly
and regionally, and we have pushed for play streets to be understood as an
important way to improve children's physical and emotional welleing following
lockdown restrictions. Media coverage this year has included: 
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https://www.channel4.com/programmes/stephs-packed-lunch/on-demand/72561-052
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/news/article/interview-alice-ferguson-co-director-playing-out
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/may/24/half-of-uk-children-playing-out-with-friends-less-since-pandemic?fbclid=IwAR3EpjGJb1hnJ2UgcPxyngOJpRqw_P69j3sgYEkF3WEjO-V36cFnryx35wA
https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/lifestyle/family-and-parenting/the-initiative-getting-children-back-playing-on-the-streets-of-yorkshire-3274761
https://www.summerofplay.co.uk/
https://www.thestar.co.uk/lifestyle/family-and-parenting/sheffield-street-transformed-into-play-place-as-suburb-rolls-back-the-years-3366098
https://www.eveningnews24.co.uk/news/roads-close-for-norfolks-car-free-day-8336582
https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/education/schools/2528906/play-streets-closing-roads-to-let-children-play-as-their-grandparents-did/


Our Bristol Activator Kate has continued to work hard to support Bristol
residents to apply to play out, and to liaise with BCC to attempt to unblock
the continued delays in the processing of applications. She regularly attends
events organised by local community organisations in order to share
information and promote play streets within Bristol’s diverse communities,
particularly where people face disadvantage or require extra support. She
also provides bespoke support to residents applying for new play streets
and attends new play streets to bolster the confidence of organisers and
share tips on street play and stewarding.

2 online information sessions specifically for Bristol residents interested in
starting play streets

Dropping off posters and leaflets all over Bristol, and researching local
playgroups in order to do targeted promotion at these

Other activities undertaken this year to promote play streets in Bristol include:

Bristol as an exemplar area

252

Bristol 

play streets 

(cumulative)

19

new play streets

this year

1.2. Take the Playing Out model/play streets to a 'tipping point'

across the UK
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"[Play streets provide] a connected and
supportive community of families and friends

for our children. Kids learning more each 

other's differences and building respect 

for one another." 

Parent (Bristol)



This year we have continued to provide responsive support to individual
residents from across the UK where they face challenges to getting a play
street started or just want tips and encouragement, and where they need
more personalised advice than they can get from using our website.

Play streets have spread to the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man! Both
Jersey and Guernsey held their first play streets over summer 2021, and in
early 2022 we were contacted by a playworker on the Isle of Man who is in
contact with local officials there about developing play streets island-wide.
We have received enquiries from residents from Glasgow to Bournemouth
and many cities in between, and our team provide advice and support every
day to people who see the value of playing out and want to build the
movement where they live.

We have also continued to provide regular advice and support directly to
residents through our monthly online Q&A sessions and via local and
national Facebook groups.

Support residents to deliver play streets
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1382

total streets

(cumulative)
 

20,730 

active citizens

41,460 

children have

played out

219

new play streets

this year

19% expansion in 2021/22 of total street
communities that have played out regularly

Playing out hours this year: 300 regular play
streets* = 144,000 hours (300 x 2 hours x 12
sessions x 20 children avg per session)

1382 play streets started since 2010 (avg 18
sessions over 2 years) = 1million hours of
free play and physical activity! 

(*This is a conservative estimate!)



Support local authorities to enable play streets
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235 active/interested

Local Authority areas

91 Local Authorities

with TPSO policy

A large part of the work of our play streets team is encouraging councils to
develop clear, simple and accessible policies and procedures to enable
residents to apply to close their streets to traffic so that children can play out.
Some Local Authorities can clearly see the value of play streets as a low-cost,
high impact intervention, others struggle to ‘let go’ and trust residents to take
action to improve their neighbourhoods and communities. Undertaking our
resident survey has given us meaningful qualitative and quantitative data which
demonstrates clearly the positive impact that play streets have on the wellbeing
of individuals and communities; this is invaluable when working with councils
who are slower to understand the benefits of supporting play streets.

This year Croydon council has been persuaded to drop charges for TPSO
applications, and following meetings with us Stockport council has agreed not to
insist on play street organisers taking out insurance.
In 21/22 we have provided advice and support and to the following local
authorities to encourage them to develop policies and enable play streets in
their areas:

 

Those who have actually implemented
new policies include:

Buckinghamshire
Devon
Exeter
London Borough of Merton
Norfolk

Bradford
Bromley
Cheshire
Coventry
Doncaster
Durham
Frome
Luton
Plymouth
Sheffield
Shropshire
Somerset
South Tyneside
Suffolk
Swindon
West Berkshire



Help activators and local groups to spread play streets and support

communities facing disadvantage and other extra barriers

A big new piece of work that has been developed this year is our Community
of Learning (CoL), which is a supportive network of professionals working to
deliver play streets in areas facing greater disadvantage across the UK. In its
first year, the CoL has gained 40 members from around the UK. As well as
supporting groups and activators to grow play streets in areas where people
face more challenge and disadvantage, we are also using the sessions to
share and gather in learning around this (to add to other learning we have
gathered over 10 years) for a new Toolkit which we plan to launch in Autumn
2022.

Part of growing the play streets movement is enabling individuals and
communities to grow their own local projects, develop their own ideas and
bring about change at the local level. In order to support this, whilst retaining
a sense of a national movement with a shared vision, Playing Out has
awarded several ‘microgrants’ across 2021/22 with evaluation of the scheme
planned for Autumn 2022.

The grants range from £300 to £1000 and are an investment in local groups
and activators across England to support their plans of growing play streets
in their local areas and help them to tackle barriers, particularly trying to
reach communities facing disadvantage or areas in which there are additional
barriers to play streets. We recognise that new ideas or challenges arise, and
so allowed for flexibility within the funded plans – allowing the microgrant
recipients to use the money both proactively and reactively to their
communities’ needs. Overall we have awarded £6190 to fund work in:
Bournemouth and Poole, Stockport, Stroud, Leeds, St Albans, Hull and
Norwich.
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Sport England funding has been spent on free kit to get play streets started in
areas where communities face financial or other barriers to play streets.
£4,410 worth of free kit has been distributed so far to groups in: Banbury,
Birmingham, Bournemouth, Bradford, Chorlton, Hull, Leeds, London,
Norwich, Sheffield, Stockport, Stroud, Swindon and Worcester



 

146

area activators,

48 local Playing Out

groups
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Using specific project funding from the Tudor Trust, we have begun work around
playing out and communities that experience racism / Black and Minoritised
communities, including directly supporting a Somali community in Bristol to start
play streets and working with them to identify and understand particular
barriers for children playing out in their community. 

We have also provided advice and support to activators in the following areas:

Bournemouth
Cambridgeshire
Croydon
Fife & East Dunbartonshire
Hull
Leeds
Norwich
Portsmouth
St Albans
Stockport
Stroud
Wolverhampton

"Simply knowing many more

people. Finding out about things

in common - eg allotments, baking,

DIY. Mixing ages of both kids and

adults eg adults in 70s chatting

more with young parents.

WhatsApp is all very well but if

you know people's faces and who

they are, it takes it that step

further and that's what playing

out does."

Activator (St Albans)



2. To bring about policy change to support children's right to

play out

Gathering Knowledge & Influencing Policy

The “No Place Left Behind” report to Government on “levelling up” and
community regeneration was launched in September 2021. We were
delighted that the report makes a strong case for creating streets where “a
young child can safely and happily ride a tricycle”. We made contact with
Toby Lloyd of the Create Streets Foundation who authored the report and
said he was a “big fan” of Playing Out. Toby Lloyd co-signed an open letter to
Government calling for action on the back of both this report and the new
Children’s Commissioner’s ‘Big Answer’ report both highlighting safer
neighbourhoods for children to play out as a top priority. 

We submitted written evidence to The House of Lords Select Committee
consultation on a National Plan for Sport and Recreation - A national plan for
sport, health and wellbeing report. Their report was published on 10th Dec,
referencing Playing Out and including some of our recommendations. 
We have written up Ellen Weaver’s “More Ball Games” research findings and
updated our report, “How Can Housing Providers Support Children to Play
Out?”, based on the research and on feedback from a play campaigner ally
who has been fighting for the rights of all children to play out on her mixed-
tenure estate in Lambeth. This has been shared with a number of housing
associations in draft form, including Clarion and Peabody who have also
both responded very positively. We are in communication with both these
organisations about developing a pro-play policy and encouraging other HAs
to do the same. Clarion have joined the Community of Learning and have
been supporting play street sessions through the summer and autumn.

In summer 2021, we partnered with Save The Children and other
organisations to co-ordinate a #SummerOfPlay campaign to help to
counteract the impact of school closures and successive lockdowns on the
health and wellbeing of children across the UK. We also commissioned a
short film by a young filmmaker who grew up on a play street, to promote
the wide benefits of simple outdoor play for children’s health and wellbeing.
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https://www.createstreetsfoundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/8560_PS_Create_No_Place_Left_Behind_FINAL.pdf
https://playingout.net/blog/want-to-level-up-and-improve-childrens-lives-let-them-play-out/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/21900/html/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5802/ldselect/ldsportrec/113/11302.htm
https://vimeo.com/686263028


In October the co-Directors met with contacts in London including Nicky
Gavron (ex-Deputy Mayor of London) and other campaigning allies, to think
strategically about how to establish children’s right to play in housing estates
and to raise the profile of children’s right to play within government. They
also met with the Children’s Commissioners office in Oct to talk about joint
work following her ‘Big Answer’ report, which highlighted the importance of
safe neighbourhood play for children, and with Dan Paskins, Policy Director
for Save the Children UK to talk about next steps following the Summer of
Play campaign, including the idea of a more hard-hitting campaign aimed at
establishing children’s right to play out.

We submitted an entry to the Rees Jeffries Road Fund Competition in
November. With input from a group of ‘expert friends’, our proposal was to
develop a child-centred approach to transport policy and planning, for the
benefit of all. Our proposal - ‘children as a lens’ - was shortlisted but sadly
did not win any funding to further develop the idea. However, we have had a
very positive response to the idea among allies and partner organisations
and plan to find another way to take it forward during 2022.

We attended a series of Sport England workshops to help develop their new
strategy, particularly feeding in thoughts about inclusion and everyday
activity/play/public space. This led to a follow-up meeting with the England
and Wales Cricket Board.

We contributed to two chapters of The Children’s Alliance report on The
Physical Health of Children and Young People, coordinated by the All Party
Parliamentary Group on a Fit and Healthy Childhood. This was published in
mid-December.
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https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/the-big-answer/
https://childrensalliance.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Physical-Health-of-Children-and-Young-People-Report-Dec2021.pdf


Changes to the Highway Code which came into force at the end of January
introduced a new ‘hierarchy of road users’, with children walking or cycling at
the very top and stating clearly that “Road users who can do the greatest
harm have the greatest responsibility to reduce the danger or threat they
may pose to other road users”.  We fed into the consultation on these
changes, arguing that children’s active travel, mobility and safety should be
top priority, so we were very pleased to see this implemented.

In the early part of 2022, we worked with partner organisations (Streets
Alive, The Big Lunch/Eden Communities, Together, Sustrans) to maximise the
opportunity for Jubilee play streets and street parties, also jointly writing to
Ministers urging them to update guidance for councils on enabling road
closures.

In March the Government published the draft Terms of Reference of the
Covid Inquiry, which contained no reference at all to the huge impact that
the pandemic had had on children. Along with Us for Them, Save the
Children, former Children’s Commissioner Anne Longfield and many others,
we co-signed a letter calling for the Covid Inquiry to specifically look at how
the pandemic and the Government response to it had impacted children.

See also section on our campaigning work under 'widening our reach'.
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https://usforthem.co.uk/
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/


3. To keep Playing Out CIC an effective, happy, well-run and

well-resourced organisation, working towards our vision

Governance and leadership

Staff team

The team currently consists of:
Alice Ferguson, Co-Director, 4 days 
Ingrid Skeels, Co-Direcor, 3.5 days 
Lucy Colbeck, Play Streets Development Officer, 3 days (currently on maternity
leave)
Rose O’Reilly, Play Streets Information and Support Officer, Full time 
Rachel Mansi, Operations Officer, 4 days 
Kate Staniforth, Bristol Activator, 2 days (freelance)
Alison Stenning, National Activator, 1 day (freelance)

The team hold quarterly planning meetings which feed into a clear work plan
which ensures that the many strands of our work are progressed according to
priority and capacity.
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We were delighted to welcome Ellen Weaver to the Board in July 2021. Ellen
brings a wealth of experience and expertise in law, children’s rights and
research around playing out.

The co-Directors have continued to work hard to secure a solid financial
foundation for the organisation. In particular, they have secured another year’s
funding from Sport England (to end June 2023, with a view to more long-term
funding) and have set up or held meetings with all other funders to discuss
ongoing funding.  

They have also informed the board and staff team of their intention to step back
from leading the organisation at a planned point over the next 12 mths. This is
partly due to personally needing a change after 10-12 years of ‘holding’ it all and
also to enable them to focus on campaigning, writing and other project strands.
They also strongly feel the organisation would benefit from new
leadership/management at this point. The fact that contemplating this major
change is possible is testament to the strength of the organisation and team at
this time.



Funding from Sport England (now in place to end June 2023) has enabled us
to progress play streets over the next year and to provide more support to
local groups and communities in areas facing disadvantage and other
barriers.

Esmee Fairbairn core funding continues to end 2024. Tudor Trust core
funding currently goes to the end of 2022 and we are hopeful of winning
continuation funding for another 2 years beyond this to support the new
Director role.

Analysis of income 2021-22

The wellbeing of the staff is prioritised, with flexible working practices continuing
to be offered post-Covid restrictions.

The majority of funding for team wellbeing which was generously awarded by the
Tudor Trust in February 2021 in recognition of the impact of covid has been
spent on improving the office environment, a monthly team lunch and a team
away-day. 

Resourcing for 2022/23
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Plans for
next year

A guide for housing providers on how to support playing out and a national
dissemination/launch event

A toolkit for community organisations to support play streets in communities
facing disadvantage and a national dissemination/launch event

A joint action-research project with Ubele - an African diaspora led
organisation who work to empower Black and Minoritised communities in
the UK

A proposal for “Children as a Lens” on transport policy and planning

A joint “DIY street design” toolkit and policy framework project with Sustrans
and Play.Meet.Street

This year we plan to build on momentum and interest in play streets built up
due to a combination of the end of covid restrictions; high awareness of the
health impact on children; national events such as the Jubilee and
Commonwealth Games and all the work we have done over the past two years
to grow awareness of play streets as a low-cost, effective means of building
community and supporting children’s wellbeing, as well as a stepping stone to
creating safer, more liveable streets. 

We will also be working on project strands including:
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Statement of
Directors'

responsibilities

select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 
make judgments and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; and 
prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is
inappropriate to presume that the company will continue in business. 

The Directors are responsible for preparing the Directors' report and the
financial statements in accordance with applicable law and regulation. Company
law requires the directors to prepare financial statements for each financial
year. Under that law the directors have elected to prepare the financial
statements in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting
Practice (United Kingdom Accounting Standards and applicable law). Under
company law the directors must not approve the financial statements unless
they are satisfied that they give a true and fair view of the state of the affairs of
the company and of the profit or loss of the company for that period. In
preparing these financial statements, the directors are required to: 

The Directors are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that
disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the
company and enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with
the Companies Act 2006. They are also responsible for the safeguarding of
assets of the company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention
and detection of fraud and other irregularities.
 
The Directors are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the
corporate and financial information included on the company's website.
Legislation in the United Kingdom governing the preparation and dissemination
of financial statements may differ from legislation in other jurisdictions. 

The above report has been prepared in accordance with the special provisions
relating to the small companies regime as set out in Part 15 of the Companies
Act 2006. Approved by the Directors on 15 July 2022 and signed on their behalf
by Alice Ferguson, Director.
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Accountant's
report



Accountant's
statement

On the Directors' instructions, I have prepared the accounts in the following
pages from the information and explanations supplied to me. I have not carried
out an audit.

....................................................................................     15 July 2022

Rupert Taylor
Easton Business Centre
Felix Road
Bristol BS5 0HE
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The notes form part of these financial statements.

[26]

Playing Out CIC
Profit and Loss Account
Year to 31st March 2022

2022 2021

£ £

Turnover 154,629 143,777 

Cost of sales (22,010) (7,857)
---------------- ----------------

Gross Profit / (Loss) 132,620 135,920 

Administrative expenses (128,407) (108,408)
---------------- ----------------

Operating Profit / (Loss) 4,213 27,512 

Interest receivable 419 458 
---------------- ----------------

Profit / (Loss) on ordinary activities before taxation 4,632 27,971 

Tax on profit on ordinary activities 107 87 
---------------- ----------------

Profit / (Loss) after taxation 4,526 27,883 



[27]

Playing Out CIC
Balance Sheet
As at 31st March 2022 Company no: 07694294

2022 2021
Notes £ £

Fixed Assets [4] 917 - 

Current Assets
Cash at bank and on hand 126,882 195,495 
Debtors and prepayments [5] 20,623 7,358 
Stock 800 800 

---------------- ----------------
148,304 203,653 

Current Liabilities
Creditors due within one year [6] 47,315 106,272 

---------------- ----------------
Total Current Liabilities 47,315 106,272 

---------------- ----------------
Net Current Assets 100,990 97,381 

Liabilities due after more than one year - - 
---------------- ----------------

Net Assets 101,906 97,381 

Capital and Reserves
Balance brought forward 97,381 69,497 
Profit / (Loss) for the year 4,526 27,883 

---------------- ----------------
Total funds at end of year 101,906 97,381 

Audit Exemption Statement
For the year ending 31st March 2022 the company was entitled to exemption from audit under
Section 477 of the Companies Act 2006 relating to small companies. 

Directors’ responsibilities:
• the members have not required the company to obtain an audit of its accounts for the year in
  question in accordance with section 476, 
• the directors acknowledge their responsibilities for complying with the requirements of the Act
  with respect to accounting records and the preparation of accounts 
• these accounts have been prepared in accordance with the provisions applicable to companies
  subject to the small companies’ regime. 

Approved by the Directors on 15th July 2022 and signed on their behalf by:

…………………………………………………

Alice Ferguson
Director



These notes form part of the financial statements.

[28]

Playing Out CIC
Notes to the Financial Statements
Year to 31st March 2022

1. Accounting policies

Basis of measurement and preparation of accounts
The financial statements have been prepared under the Historical Cost Convention and in accordance with
FRS 102 (Section 1A) - the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and the Republic of Ireland, 
and with the Companies Act 2006.

Revenue recognition
Revenue is measured at the fair value of the consideration received or receivable. Revenue from the sale
of goods is recognised when goods are delivered and legal title has passed to the company. Income from
grants and contracts is recognised when receivable, except that relating to future periods, which is deferred.

Tangible fixed assets depreciation
Tangible fixed assets are depreciated at 33% per annum on the straight line basis.

Taxation
The company's liability for Corporation Tax is calculated based on the tax rates enacted for the year in
question.
The company is not registered for Value Added Tax, therefore all costs are expressed inclusive of VAT.

2022 2021
2. Operating Profit
This is stated after charging:
Depreciation of fixed assets 458 -  
Directors' remuneration:
Directors' salaries 53,300 51,582 

3. Taxation 2022 2021
Corporation tax due at 19%: 107 87 

4. Fixed Asset schedule Equipment Equipment
2022 2021

Cost:
Opening balance 5,010 5,010 
Additions during year 1,375 -  

---------------- ----------------
6,385 5,010 

Depreciation:
Opening balance 5,010 5,010 
Charge for year 458 -  

---------------- ----------------
5,468 5,010 

---------------- ----------------
Net Book Value: 917 -  



These notes form part of the financial statements.

[29]

Playing Out CIC
Notes to the Financial Statements (continued)
Year to 31st March 2022

5. Debtors 2022 2021
Trade debtors 348 6,319 
Other debtors and prepayments 20,275 1,039 

---------------- ----------------
20,623 7,358 

6. Creditors 2022 2021
Trade creditors 3,225 180 
Corporation tax liability 194 87 
Accruals 432 4,590 
Deferred income 43,464 101,407 
Other creditors -  9 

---------------- ----------------
47,315 106,272 

7. Profit and Loss account 2022 2021
Retained profit at beginning of year 97,381 69,497 
Profit for year after taxation 4,526 27,883 

---------------- ----------------
Retained profit at end of year 101,906 97,381 

Out of the total reserves of £101,906, the Directors have set aside £70,000 as Designated
Funds for the following purposes:
  - £30,000 to be used for Research & Development, new projects and dissemination.
  - £40,000 to cover three months' running costs in the event of a sudden loss of funding.

8. Related party transactions
There were no related party transactions during the year other than Directors' salaries.

9. Staffing
The average number of employees during the year was 5 (2020: 4).



This page does not form part of the statutory accounts.

[30]

Playing Out CIC
Detailed Profit and Loss Account
Year to 31st March 2022

2022 2021
£ £

Income
Fees 200 11,915 
Government grants 44,441 10,000 
Other grants 108,987 120,623 
Reimbursed expenses 248 -  
Sales of materials -  1,239 
Commission on sales 523 -  
Events income 230 -  

---------------- ----------------
Total Income 154,629 143,777 

Cost of Sales
Materials 6,113 1,296 
Events and project costs 15,896 6,561 

---------------- ----------------
Total Cost of Sales 22,010 7,857 

---------------- ----------------
Gross Profit / (Loss) 132,620 135,920 

Administrative Expenses
Directors' salaries 53,300 51,582 
Other salaries and wages 49,188 33,774 
Employer's National Insurance 4,644 1,442 
Employer pension 2,250 1,717 
Recruitment 281 42 
Professional fees 374 638 
Accountancy 504 825 
Rent and rates 6,657 7,010 
Office relocation costs -  1,455 
Cleaning 415 -  
Insurance 715 362 
Travel and subsistence 494 (268)
Print, postage and stationery 498 206 
Telephone and internet 122 87 
Website 1,615 2,050 
IT costs and software 3,026 6,443 
Office equipment (non-capital) 771 222 
Staff development and wellbeing 2,718 475 
Membership fees 60 187 
Bank charges -  23 
Sundry expenses 317 135 
Depreciation 458 -  

---------------- ----------------
Total Administrative Expenses 128,407 108,408 

---------------- ----------------
Operating Profit / (Loss) 4,213 27,512 

Interest receivable 419 458 
---------------- ----------------

Profit / (Loss) on ordinary activities before taxation 4,632 27,971 

Tax on profit on ordinary activities 107 87 
---------------- ----------------

Profit / (Loss) after taxation 4,526 27,883 



Last word

"We want to thank all our funders for supporting and enabling us
to do all of this work around children’s freedom, including
supporting growing numbers of parents and residents around the
UK who are actively changing things in their own communities.
Without your backing, most of it would not be possible. With your
backing, change is possible and we’re committed to seeing that
happen for children. Thank you particularly for the continued
support, flexibility and understanding throughout a year still
hugely disrupted by the pandemic; and a year also with a growing
focus on recovery and change which Playing Out has determinedly
been a part of. As ever, your support makes a HUGE difference to
everything."

Essential Repairs, a piece of Tactical Urbanism created in Summer
2021 by Playing Out co-Founder Amy Rose 

Playing Out end of year report 21/22 31

https://www.amyroseprojects.com/
https://www.amyroseprojects.com/


 32 

Appendix 1 – media coverage list 
 

Date Publication Title Link 
20/04/21 Norwich Evening 

News 
Enemy against free 
play' - Road fears 
stop children 
playing outside 

https://www.eveningnews24.co.uk/news/road-safety-fears-and-crime-
stopping-outdoor-play-7910806 

25/04/21 The Guardian The Guardian's 
view on child's 
play: help kids be 
themselves 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/apr/25/the-guardian-
view-on-childs-play-help-kids-be-themselves 

04/05/21 Nursery World 
magazine 

Interview - Alice 
Ferguson, co-
director, Playing 
Out 

https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/news/article/interview-alice-ferguson-co-
director-playing-out 

12/05/21 BBC Radio Bristol  Breakfast show 
with James Hanson 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p09fs4zb 

13/05/21 Children and 
nature 

Playing outdoors, 
in the street, still a 
way of life in Cuba 

https://www.childrenandnature.org/resources/playing-outdoors-in-the-
street-still-a-way-of-life-in-cuba/ 

20/05/21 Inter Cardiff Let children play: 
How can we help 
the new generation 
back to the 
playground? 

https://cardiffjournalism.co.uk/intercardiff/sport-health/let-children-play-
how-can-we-help-the-new-generation-back-to-the-playground 

24/05/21 The Guardian Half of UK children 
playing out with 
friends less since 
pandemic 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/may/24/half-of-uk-children-
playing-out-with-friends-less-since-
pandemic?fbclid=IwAR3EpjGJb1hnJ2UgcPxyngOJpRqw_P69j3sgYEkF3WEjO-
V36cFnryx35wA 

02/06/21 The Sport and PA 
Policy Podcast 

Reclaiming the 
streets for children 

https://www.podbean.com/media/share/pb-2wnmz-1053644 

16/06/21 Yorkshire Post The initiative 
getting children 
back playing on the 
streets of Yorkshire 

https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/lifestyle/family-and-parenting/the-
initiative-getting-children-back-playing-on-the-streets-of-yorkshire-
3274761 

18/06/21 The Glass House Play streets for 
covid recovery: 
Placing children 
and playing streets 
at the heart of 
recovery 

https://theglasshouse.org.uk/empowerment-social-value/play-streets-for-
covid-recovery-placing-children-and-playing-streets-at-the-heart-of-
recovery/ 

01/07/21 Wolverhampton 
City Council 

Enjoy a Summer of 
Play with friends 
and family 

https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/news/enjoy-summer-play-friends-
and-
family?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Orlo 

04/07/21 South Leeds Life Organising Play 
Streets brought my 
neighbours 
together 

https://southleedslife.com/organising-play-streets-brought-my-
neighbours-together/ 

06/07/21 Steph's Packed 
Lunch - Channel 4 

Summer holiday 
hacks 

https://www.channel4.com/programmes/stephs-packed-lunch/on-
demand/72561-052 

31/08/21 The Star Sheffield street 
transformed into 
play place as 
suburb rolls back 
the years 

https://www.thestar.co.uk/lifestyle/family-and-parenting/sheffield-street-
transformed-into-play-place-as-suburb-rolls-back-the-years-3366098 

12/09/21 The News, 
Portsmouth.co.uk 

Children play freely 
in Southsea street 
closed to traffic as 
memories of 
yesteryear evoked 
through Play Street 
scheme 

https://www.portsmouth.co.uk/news/people/children-play-freely-in-
southsea-street-closed-to-traffic-as-memories-of-yesteryear-evoked-
through-play-street-scheme-3380324 

13/09/21 The Courier Play Streets: 
Closing roads to let 
children play as 
their grandparents 
did 

https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/education/schools/2528906/play-streets-
closing-roads-to-let-children-play-as-their-grandparents-did 
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19/09/21 Evening News Streets in Norwich 
close for car-free 
day 

https://www.eveningnews24.co.uk/news/roads-close-for-norfolks-car-
free-day-8336582 

03/11/21 Knowle West 
Community 
Website 

Start a play street 
in Knowle West 

https://www.knowlewest.co.uk/start-a-play-street-in-knowle-west/ 

16/11/21 
 

Placeholder 
podcast 
 

Reclaiming streets 
for play 
 

https://open.spotify.com/episode/23dn2WeOpiJVb5wKQUFWNN 
 

19/11/21 Greener Kirkcaldy Fife's first ever play 
streets 

https://www.greenerkirkcaldy.org.uk/fifes-first-ever-play-streets/ 

06/12/21 CamCycle 
Magazine 

Zero Carbon 
Streets: Playing Out 

https://www.camcycle.org.uk/magazine/magazine152/article28/ 

10/12/21 The Knowledge 
(Knowle West 
Newsletter) 

Start a play street 
in Knowle West 

https://issuu.com/knowlewest/docs/knowledge_05_prev 

26/02/22 3FM (website of 
radio channel) 

Play Streets' needs 
volunteers over 
summer holidays 

https://www.three.fm/news/isle-of-man-news/play-streets-needs-
volunteers-over-summer-holidays/ 

04/03/2022 From What if to 
What next 
Podcast 

'Interview with 
Alice and Tim Gill - 
what if we re-
designed cities 
based around 
children's needs? 

https://soundcloud.com/transition-culture/from-what-if-to-what-next-
episode-45 
 

15/03/22 Tameside 
Reporter 

New inititiative to 
make Tameside 
streets a safe space 
for fun and games 

https://www.questmedianetwork.co.uk/news/tameside-reporter/new-
initiative-to-make-tameside-streets-a-safe-space-for-fun-and-games/ 


